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Take a Book Walk

Consider the front cover:
• Observe the scene. Tell what the bear and the girl are doing. 
• Describe how they feel. Tell how you know. 
• Tell the story this illustration represents. 
• Read the title – Bears Make the Best Reading Buddies. What 

do the title and the illustration suggest that this story will be 
about? Explain your answer. 

Meet the author – Carmen Oliver!
• As a child, Carmen loved reading. As a grown up, she enjoys 

reading even more. Consider how her love for reading helped 
to inspire her to write Bears Make the Best Reading Buddies.

• When Carmen was in high school she wrote for the school 
newspaper. Discuss how this experience helped to prepare 
her to become a writer as an adult.

• Discuss what you know about being an author. 
• List the tools and skills an author needs to be able to tell a 

good story.
• To learn more about author Carmen Oliver access her website 

at www.carmenoliver.com. 

A Discussion about Illustration:
• Discuss how pictures tell stories.
• Describe how the use of color and shapes affect the story 

being told in pictures.
• Study the book cover. Notice how the use of difference shapes 

express emotion and mood. Point out specific examples of this 
technique. 

• List the tools an illustrator uses to tell stories.
• Jean Claude is the talented individual who illustrated Bears 

Make the Best Reading Buddies. Predict the experiences Jean 
must have had to become a skilled illustrator.

Enjoy the activities in this guide after reading Bears Make the Best Reading Buddies carefully.   
All lessons are inspired by the plot and characters of this charming story  and are based on 
the Six Traits of Writing. Get your pencils, markers, scissors, and imaginations ready to have 

some fun!

Author Carmen Oliver
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IDEAS: A Study of Character Motivation

Objective: To analyze character motivation through illustrating  and citing plot points revealing 
the protagonist’s desires, weakness, strengths, the obstacle and how it was overcome.  

Materials:
•	 Bears Make the Best Reading Buddies
• Character Motivation Scene Sketching - Adelaide template (Guide, p. 5)
• Character Motivation Scene Sketching - Your Character template (Guide, p. 6)
• Pencil
• Markers

What does Adelaide want? 

Procedure 1:
• Use the Character Motivation Scene Sketching template as 

a guide to analyze Adelaide’s response to the conflict in the 
story.

• After reading Bears Make the Best Reading Buddies discuss 
the various aspects of Adelaide’s character motivation with 
the students.

• Instruct students to cite examples from the text that reveal 
Adelaide’s character and role in the story. After discussing 
aspects of her character motivation, tell students to use the 
Character Motivation Scene Sketching template to illustrate 
and describe her actions and motivations. 

 ~ Character Wants: Discuss what Adelaide wants.   
 ~ Character’s Weakness: Describe Adelaide’s problem.  
     Note that she may have two problems - one being her    
     struggle to read and the other that she desires for Bear  
     to join the class.  
 ~ Character’s Strength: Discover an asset in Adelaide’s  
     character.  Indentify her strength.  
 ~ Character’s Obstacle: Define the problem she desires  
     to overcome.
 ~ Character Overcoming Obstacle: Tell how Adelaide  
    solved her problem.
• Instruct students to illustrate and describe their 

interpretation of Adelaide’s motivation using the Character 
Motivation Scene Sketching template. 

Illustrate Adelaide's desire
here

Write a sentence describing the 
action in your illustration here.

SAMPLE CHARACTER MOTIVATION 
SKETCH AND DESCRIPTION

Procedure 2:
• Instruct strudents to create a character. Use the Character Motivation Scene Sketching - 

Your Character template as a guide to analyze their character’s motivation and to structure 
the story line. 

• Once complete, encourage students to share their work with the class. 



What does Adelaide want? What is Adelaide's problem? 

What is Adelaide's strength? What does Adelaide have to overcome?

How does Adelaide overcome her problem? 

Character Motivation Scene Sketching - Adelaide
5



What does your character want? What is your character's  problem? 

What is your character's  strength? What does your character have to overcome?

How does your character overcome their problem? 

Your Character's Name 

6
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ORGANIZATION: S-T-O-R-Y Structure

Objective:  To visualize the five elements of story structure - characters, setting, problem, 
attempts to solve the problem, and the resolution - in a manipulative manner.

Materials: 
• S-T-O-R-Y Structure Template (Guide, pg. 8)
• S-T-O-R-Y Structure Plot Point Cards (Guide, pg. 9)
• S-T-O-R-Y Structure Answer Guide (Guide, pg. 10)
• Blank S-T-O-R-Y-Structure Plot Point Cards (Guide, pg. 11)
• Scissors
• Cardstock
• Paper
• Pencil
• Markers
•	 Bears Make the Best Reading Buddies 

Procedure:
• Print the S-T-O-R-Y Structure Template and the S-T-O-R-Y Structure Plot Point Cards on 

cardstock.
• Use scissors to trim around the borders of each.
• Explain to the students that this lesson will focus on the five elements of story structure. Use 

the S-T-O-R-Y Structure template when introducing the following terms:
 ~ S - Setting: Setting stands for the different places in which the story takes place.
 ~ T - Talking characters: This section represents the main and secondary character, those   
    who are very important to the story.
 ~ O - Oops!: This section represents the problems in the story, those that the main   
   character must solve.
 ~ R - Attempts to resolve the problem: This section represent the various times the   
      main character tried to solve the problem.
 ~ Y - Yes!: This section represents the resolution of the story, when the main character   
    solves the problem. 
• Keeping these five elements of story in mind, reread Bears Make the Best Reading Buddies.
• Instruct students to organize the Bears Make the Best Reading Buddies S-T-O-R-Y Structure 

Plot Point Cards on the S-T-O-R-Y Structure Template.
• Once complete, check work using S-T-O-R-Y Structure Answer Guide.
• Print the sheet of Blank S-T-O-R-Y Structure Plot Point Cards and encourage students to 

discover other examples of S-T-O-R-Y in Bears Make the Best Reading Buddies. Write phrases 
or draw scenes of the black cards. Instruct sudents to place their cards on the corresponding 
S-T-O-R-Y Structure template. 
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S-T-O-R-Y Structure Template

S
Setting

T
Talking Characters

O
Oops!

R
Times Tried to 

Resolve Problem

Y
Yes!
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Bear Adelaide

Mrs. Fitz-Pea classroom

Mrs. Fitz-Pea 
screamed!

Sitting on a quilt 
reading in a tent

“...most of the 
time.” Rrriiip!

“They always carry a spare 
jar of honey for making 

repairs.”

a boat on a lake green wooded hills

“Well, don’t just stand there, 
Alelaide,” said Mrs. Fitz-Pea. 

“Show that bear in.”

S-T-O-R-Y  Structure Plot Point Cards

“And if you get frustrated, 
they wrap you up in warm 

bear hugs.”
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Bear Adelaide

Mrs. Fitz-Pea classroom

Mrs. Fitz-Pea 
screamed!

Sitting on a quilt 
reading in a tent

“...most of the 
time.” Rrriiip!

“They always carry a 
spare jar of honey for                         

making repairs.”

a boat on a lake green wooded hills

“Well, don’t just stand               
there, Alelaide,” said Mrs. 

Fitz-Pea. “Show that bear in.”

S-T-O-R-Y  Structure Answers

T T

T S

S S

SO

O R

Y “And if you get                             
frustrated, they wrap you 

up in warm bear hugs.”

R
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Blank S-T-O-R-Y Structure Plot Point Cards
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VOICE: Persuasive Letter Writing

Objective: To write opinion pieces in which students attempt to persuade an individual by 
stating an opinion, supply reasons for the opinion, and provide some sense of closure.

Materials:
• Persuasive Letter Template (Guide, pg. 13)
• Writing Paper (Guide, pg. 14)
• Pencil
•	 Bears Make the Best Reading Buddies
• Markers

Procedure 1:
• Discuss the term persuasive. 
• Read Bears Make the Best Reading Buddies making note of how Adelaide attempted to 

persuade Mrs. Fitz-Pea to allow Bear to become her reading buddy.
• Use the Persuasive Letter Template as a guide to retell Adelaide’s story. 
 ~  Identify who Adelaide is trying to persuade.
 ~ Tell what Adelaide wants.
 ~  List five examples of why bears make good reading buddies, according to Adelaide.
 ~ Offer a closing statement stating how Mrs. Fitz-Pea would benefit from allowing Bear   
    to become a reading buddy. 
• Using the Writing Paper, write a letter to Mrs. Fitz-Pea stating the reasons why bears make 

the best reading buddies. Use the reasons listed on the Persuasive Letter Template as 
reference.

• Illustrate your work.
• Share with class.

Procedure 2: 
• Encourage students to indentify an individual they would like to persuade to do something 

for them. Perhaps they would like to convince their siblings to share a special toy. Or, maybe 
they would like for a friend to invite them to a party. Maybe they would like to persuade 
their parents to allow them to stay up later on the weekends. 

• Use the Persuasive Letter Template as a guide to develop their persuasive reasoning. 
 ~  Identify who they want to persuade.
 ~ Tell what they want.
 ~ List five persuasive examples why they should have their desires met
 ~ Offer a closing statement stating how the stated individual would benefit by granting   
    the student’s desire. 
• Using the Writing Paper, write a letter to their chosen person stating the reasons why they 

should have their desires met. Use the reasons listed on the Persuasive Letter Template as 
reference.

• Illustrate your work.
• Share with class.
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Persuasive Letter Template

I want                                to 

Some reasons       should do this for me are:

1)   

2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 

(person)

(rename person)

Tell why the individual would benefit: 



14
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WORD CHOICE: Triangle Poetry

Objective: To transpose a list of strong descriptive words into a frame poem.

Materials:
• Descriptive Word Cards (Guide, pg. 16)
• Triangle Poetry Template (Guide, pg. 17)
• Scissors
• Pencil
• Markers

Procedure: 
• Print Descriptive Word Cards. Use scissors to trim around the borders of the cards. 
• Brainstorm strong, exciting words to describe the act of reading. Create a word bank by 

writing words on the Descriptive Word Cards. 
• Instruct students to search through the collection of powerful words to find six that they 

feel best describe the act of reading.
• Using the Triangle Poetry Template, instruct student to transpose their six chosen words in 

the spaces provided. 
• Enourage the students to illustrate their poem and share it with the class. 

  Word Bank Ideas:
•	 inspiring

•	 entertaining
•	 captivating

•	 lively
•	 scary
•	 hilarious
•	 delightful
•	 amusing

•	 comforting
•	 hysterical  
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Descriptive Word Cards
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Reading

reading

reading

reading

READING!

,

, ,
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Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for English Language Arts and Reading

English Language Arts and Reading, Kindergarten
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English Language Arts and Reading, Grade 1
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English Language Arts and Reading, Grade 2



Common Core State Standards Alignment

English Language Arts Standards–Reading: Literature

English Language Arts Standards–Reading: Foundational Skills
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English Language Arts Standards–Speaking & Listening

English Language Arts Standards–Writing

22


